CHAPTER XI
THE INSTINCT OF PUGNACITY

THE instinct of pugnacity has played a part second
to none in the evolution of social organisation,
and in the present age it operates more powerfully
than any other in producing demonstrations of collective
emotion and action on a great scale. The races of men
certainly differ greatly in respect to the innate strength of
this instinct; but there is no reason to think that it has
grown weaker among ourselves under centuries of civilisa-
tion ; rather, it is probable, as we shall see presently, that
it is stronger in the European peoples than it was in
primitive man. But its modes of expression have changed
with the growth of civilisation ; as the development of law
and custom discourages and renders unnecessary the
bodily combat of individuals, this gives place to the
collective combat of communities and to the more refined
forms of combat within communities, It is observable
that, when a pugnacious people is forcibly brought under
a system of civilised legality, its members are apt to dis-
play an extreme and, to our minds, absurd degree of
litigiousness.

The replacement of individual by collective pugnacity
is most clearly illustrated by barbarous peoples living in
small, strongly organised communities. Within such
communities individual combat and even expressions of
personal anger may be almost completely suppressed,
while the pugnacious instinct finds its vent in perpetual
warfare between communities, whose relations remain
subject to no law. As a rule no material benefit is gained,
and often none is sought, in these tribal wars, which
often result in the weakening and even the extermination